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| enring *then SRad Wt proportion of
"hbou? ¥ be ‘tectesary to keep &
supply veady for vesséls going thither
for that article. ' To assist the gentle-
mes in ing an idea on this head,
s miner who ‘hbnl,l tmeo betore
ill accom; em. To examine
:‘hnun thil;:zr eligible place would
be to form & settiement both with re-
“ wpect to -procuring coals and for sgri-
eultural gurpaoel." L
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THE EXPEDITION TO NEWCASTLE.
Havise all things ready His Majesty :
Tinder-box (a8 the Lady Nelson -was:
designated by Captain Flinders as she !
was a tender to the discovery In-
vestigator) set sail from Port J; n
on the 10th of June, 1801, with the
Francis schooner. At the entrance to
Sydney Harbour the expedition fell in
with the transport Earl Cornwallis, of
784 tons, 20 guns and 72 men under
the command of Captain James Ten-
nant, having convicts on bond}mm
Eogland. On the next day: the
weather was variable, and continued 2o
during the four days it took to com-
plete the voyage irom Sydney Hoada
to Port Huater. The delay was
occasioned by the pilot, an o'ﬂioul
pamed James, who had previously
pailed from Sydney to the river for
coals in.an open boat, and waa repre-
sented as a safe mavigator. Lientopant
Grant thought he ocould rely on pilot
| Tamee’ knowledge of the coast, bat he
was mistaken, ‘as.the pilot made the

yke 85 Captsin Reid, of the
sams misteke 44

p vemsels were led into
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siderahla d 2 bytha '— Y

of this official pilot, as.she was nearly
enteﬂnglgeid’s Mistake at Lake Mac.
quarie through hisbeing decoived by the
appearsnce of an island off the
entrance to the lake, which he mia.
took for Nobby Island off the mouth
of the river. Luckily, Lieutenant
Grant took an observation, and foeling
that it did not agree with that given
him at the Naval Office in Sydney for
Hunter’s River, he discussed the sub.
ject with the pilot, who would not be
convinced of his error until the vessels
got within half a mile of the breakers
on the shore. As the weather wag
fair, and there was 17 fathoms of
water, the vessel was brought up with
thekedge, Theship’s boat waslowered,
and Dr. Harris was rowed towards
the shore to reconnoitre the inlet,
Dr. Harris failed to find the least
appearance of any river, and found
that the sea broke very heavily om a
bar or inlet behind the island. The
dector had the boat pushed in to some
rocks, and a native ran down to it
" vociferating several times the words,
‘“ whale-boat,  whale-boat,” and
“ Budgerie Dick, Budgerie Dick.”
. Without the slightest hesitation he
i threw some fish into the boat and then
jumped in himszelf. As he unsed the
words Budgerie Dick, which means
““Good Dick,” it was sup; that
he had been among 088  who
had been searching the neighbour-
hood for the piratea who had carried
off the Norfolt. When Dr. Harris
returned to the ship, the new ac.
quaintance, Dick, resumed his cries of
‘“whaleboat ”” and ¢ Budgerie Dick,”
as he leaped on board. Lieutenant
Grant thereupon introduced him to
King Bungaree, who was told to try
aed find out what the cries meant,
Bungarée then pointed to a place and
, motioned Dick to take his seat there.
The habits and customs of the natives
require & long profound silence upon
the meeting of natives who are
strangers to each other before they will
converse together in a friendly manner.
Becoming impatient, Lieutenant Grant
expostulated -with Bung for not
questioning Dick, but all was in vain
as the etiquette could not be omitted.
At the expiration. of 20 minutes, the
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Mnnve-dn'oknutomko&n,
1 and by degrees entered into diseourse,
i Some of the men on the vessel were
Sance v the Sodany watives; but they
- guage of the Sydney nstives, but they
‘could mot understand Dick’s dialect. '
Howaever, little in!om:\iou was re-
coived from. Dick, -and ke

they hardl;

other. At 2 pamn. ' the vessel
was got under weigh, and at 5 o’clock
Nobby Islarid was seen bearing north
! eight or nine miles. At 6 a.m. on
Sunday, the 14th June, 1801, the
vessels were six miles oﬂNobbyu, and
at half-past 10 a.m. Lieusonnt Grant
snd Dr. Harris went in the boat to
ascertain if they had reached the
tiver and fo examine the entrance.
They found the mouth very narrow,
with & reef on one side and a very
" heavy surf beeaking clean over it. On
the other side they saw heavy sand
breakers and the passage troubled
with & nasty swell. Considering the
risk they ran in bringing the veualn
io without well
the boat’s head was turned round to
the swell and pulled through, carry-
ing five to four and three and a half
fathoms close to the island, which

Colonel Patterson called Coal Island,
Being just on the &f.ch of high water’
they landed om inland, up the
steep gra:;y nde o! whwh, near the

ey til the top
was reached. The other aide oi the
island  was . perpendicular, a

3
crumbling state, ud falling by de-
groees into the sea. From the summit
of Coal Island they:ebtained a most
beautiful view of the river, which

ey6 could reach, and interspersed with
islands, Here they hoiated a Union
{Jack as a signalto the veasels that
. they had found the right entrance to
the river. As it was then the first of
the ebb tide, and calm, they hastened
on board -the Yady .Nelson. The
-boats were then sent ahead to tow the

veesel, and with the assistance of the
leweeps the brig was towed in and got
‘barely unedar the lee, of -the island,
where they could bﬂs;tbl:th ntety

1 the eany pilohge and safs
nlwhongo
mr nowadsys, - ‘The writer has be-

rouad the north side of the bold rocky
island  at the entrance. The entry

8
Jume,” 1801; ‘when s light breeze
sprang up from the eastward, which
with boats ahead and swoeps enabled
the Lady Nelson; with the Francis
towmg m after her, to stem the tide
with less dificulty. By the time the

vessels had approached the eatranee
close. to the reef amd abreast of
the island  the ebb tide had
sot strongly out and ran with
such force _that they ecould not;
stem it therefore the Lady Nelson lets

g sufficiant room to veer out any
scope ot cable the vessel drifted. Tho
smaH bowsr anchor was then let go,

mgh:,m&%hﬂmmao! water.  Dar-
ing the mxl\t. at the strength of the
tide, they let'go a'second anchor under
mt,ﬂomm_vudﬁon.s ak-
i D hxudmmohorage ieu-
:‘mt Grant writes:—** Here we found
the tiderun -tmn;mdmeddxee,whxch
1 ani of opinion is oecasioned by the
hu.quuxf which breaks between the

andﬂu uhndmootmg the ont-

ﬁ: her best bower aunchor, but not|.

ing moder g
during bld «u-ly M:lzm parti-
cularly as there was no- braaknm to
protect the. bar from heavy seas and
to straighten the run of surrent over
- Contrasting” the port then agd
now, itumtamtmg to mote Grant’s
deacription of the site of the break
water, .wherein he says:—¢ Between
the island and the main there is an
om;ng of about three cables length,
Towey s esaking svie thos.tho
ORVY over m, -]
effects of which -are felt from side to
aide of the river. - On this side there-
fore it wonldﬂl:o dangerous to aetem;l:é
a passago, with a yessel, since, shou!
there be ny channel found, it must
mecessarily : be ‘narrow: and crooked ;
veasels then must go round the ialand
on entering, as the appesrance of the
Lady Nelson and Francis in the pic-
ture shown are doing.” Originully
Nobbys and Signal Hill were joined
together, but they became separated
by some convulsion of Nature, Grant
- that ¢ ite the chasm
‘thedxﬂomtmtu “of coal are dis-
" covered, i

the connection which once subsisted
between the mainland and it.”
FRESRWATER BAY IN 1801.
The veesels weré raocored under the
loa of, Nobby:, and within - pistol shot
the shors, but as theanchorage was
nnaf at daylight ‘on. Monday, the
15th June, 1801, they were warped
into a safer berth mn:;d .Pirate Point




